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Crooked and Round Lake Flood Committee  
Meeting Minutes August 14, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

Minutes Prepared by Colleen Stinson. For corrections, please contact colleen@marieval.com or 
Ph: 306-794-2051. 

 
Present:  Ray Bernhardt (R.M. Grayson), Lori Hutchinson-Hunter (Greenspot), Yvonne Cyr 

(Grimmeau Park, Round Lake), Jamie and Lisa Gorchynski (Grenfell Beach)  Monica Roussin 

(Bird’s Point, Round Lake) Judy Mann (Melville Beach), Colleen Stinson (Note taker) Cherylynn 

Walters (Chair, Melville Beach) and Derick Wolfe (Indian Point). 

  

Regrets:  Ralph Beattie (Greenspot), James Wilson (Independent)  

 

Introductions 

 

 This is the first meeting of the Independent Committee that will meet with 

representatives from the Water Security Agency (WSA) to discuss the recent flooding 

within the Qu’Appelle Valley affecting Crooked and Round Lakes. 

 This meeting is to prepare for the meeting with the WSA 

 

Meeting Objectives: 

 
1. To identify issues and concerns of property owners regarding the flooding at Crooked 

and Round Lakes. 

2. To identify the need for immediate action and a long-term plan to reduce and better 

manage water levels at Crooked and Round Lakes. This is critically important because 

water levels are higher than in 2011. This would adversely affect everyone living at the 

lake in 2015. 

 

Key Points: 

1. Need to ensure that we have proper structures in place to control the in-flow and out-

flow of water flow coming into Crooked and Round Lakes.  

2. Need a plan developed immediately to deal with the water leaving the lake, which may 

mean cleaning out our spillways.  We need to make sure that the spillway/dam at Round 

Lake is opened up so we don’t have artificial berms holding back our water.  

3. Ask WSA what steps have been taken in their water strategy to date (25 Year WSA 

Plan)? 

mailto:colleen@marieval.com


2 
 

4. Need to ensure that we have Federal Representation helping us deal with these issues. 

Once we solve our problems there will be problems downstream. 

5. To talk about the legislation that will be necessary or at least a means to manage the 

water coming off the farmland legally and illegally. 

6. Need to update and add high river water monitors that measure the inflows and 

outflows of water coming into Crooked and Round Lakes. These need to be updated, 

moved and added into our water system. 

 

We are looking for the following from the public: 

 We need to have the facts/organized and direction for our meeting with the WSA 

 We need to identify 4-5 important components that the Committee will address. 

 Need to show WSA that we are serious and our intent that we looking at long-term. 

 

There will be a meeting of the Committee prior to Saturday’s Meeting on August 16th. 

 2 Representatives from each community 

 We need to identify our priorities 

 We need to clearly state what we want from Government 

 We may need to bring in Quill Lakes (Big and Little) to meet with them 

 We need to decide what the key messages are from our meetings 

 Expense/Rent from Hamlets to get started (request for $50 from each Hamlet, 

Village etc. for Committee expenses 

  What is the current state at Crooked and Round Lakes? 
 What will the impact of flooding be in the spring of 2015? 

 What is the level of priority of each activity? 

 Recommendation/Action/Owner Spreadsheet to be adopted by the Committee for 

tasks 

 

Discussion on Trenching 

 If people are flooding roads through trenching, there should be consequences  

 In July 2014, Pearl Creek was flooding and the WSA did not have all information. They 

didn’t realize there was a body of water behind Pearl Creek. 

 Suggestion to implement a program to pay farmers to keep water on their land similar 

to what they are suggesting in Manitoba. 

 Lobby government to a program/policy that doesn’t allow any farmer who has a 

trenching complaint to receive Crop Insurance.  
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 Every time there is a complaint against the farmer the farmer has to be the Admin fees 

to WSA 

 Trenching goes from Ituna to our valley, Pearl Creek and Crooked Lake 

 Sakimay is also trenching  

 Elkapo dam- how does it affect us? 

  Flooding on Cowessess Golf Course is coming from Three Mile Creek at Grenfell 

 Don’t allow the R.M to police themselves 

 Need stricter regulations 

 

Water Security Agency 

 Cherylynn talked to Doug Johnson at the Water Security Agency. His position is that 

trenching has no impact on the flooding at Crooked and Round Lakes. 

 According to the WSA, it was only the rain that raised the lake levels this year. 

 WSA is called Crooked Lake’s 351 cubic metres (which is our maximum capacity) as our 

new “normal”. We are being forced to take on more water.  

 Are they holding Round Lake at maximum capacity?- 

 Right now water levels are 6ft over capacity.  

 They moved water out of Lake Diefenbaker in 2012 due to the WSA/Sask Power 

Provincial Agreement  

 

Meeting Discussion 

 Discussion on spillway/dam at Crooked Lake that was built in the 1940’s 

 Need to keep water running all fall/winter long – leave the spillway wide open in order 

to reduce the water level in the lake prior to spring runoff. 

 Water was trenched once at Crooked Lake 

 There is silt build up we may need to trench the lake again. 

 There is 30 ft of difference between Crooked and Round Lakes  

 Need to find a way to hold water back and slow the amount of water coming in 

 Ivan Ottenbreit will meet with us to go over the maps and show all the outflows of all 

the creeks, streams coming into Crooked Lake. 

 Fenwood, Birmingham...where do these flow to? 

 We could put a control structure, similar to the Kaposovar structure/dam 6 miles south 

of Killaly for a long-term solution.This would be a cement structure with removal planks. 

 Water does not appear to be running though the entire Qu’Appelle Chain 
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 Where is the water being diverted from? 

 Long Lake water is running through the system – where is this water coming from? 

 Put dam on Hwy 47 

 Widen the dam between Crooked and Round Lakes 

 Increase the height of the dam at Hwy 47 

 Compensate farmers living in the valley between Katepwa and Crooked Lake 

 Katepwa Basin is 100 km long and how wide? 

 Right now with all the flooding, property values at Crooked and Round Lakes are 

decreasing. Some people could not get a load to do their necessary repairs. This is an 

immediate impact and politicians need to know. If they won’t listen, talk to the 

Opposition (NDP – Trent Worthospoon) 

 Partner with Ducks Unlimited, should they be invited to the meeting with the WSA? 

 James Wilson has some contacts. He was the Mayor of Yorkton. Perhaps he would be 

able to tell us of who we should contact. 

 

Summary 

 There should be two solid points that we take from this meeting 

 Two tracks 1. WSA and 2. Approach to Government 

 We need a permanent solution  

 Communication is an issue around the Lake 

 Need Sub-Committees 1. Government Relations and 2. Communication 

 We need a deliberate communication strategy 

 Need to work co-operatively with the government in power 

 Include Manitoba to create pressure (Assiniboine Basin Initiative) 
 We have asked for the maps and high and low levels of Round and Crooked Lakes 

 Ask for additional High River Water Monitors at key locations 

 What has happened in the last 5 years that is different to prior decades? 

 Slow the water from coming into the Crooked and Round Lakes  

 Each Hamlet/Village that participates in this Committee has to request $50 from their 

Association to contribute to Committee costs. 

 A letter will be drafted by Lori that you can personalize for your area. 

 

Agenda with WSA 

1. WSA Presentation 

2. What has happened in the last 5 years that is so different? 
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3. What we need 1. High River Water Monitors to monitor the inflows/outflows of water 

from Crooked Lake 

4. How many illegal trenching issues are you dealing with right now? 

5. Possibility of adding control structures din the Lower Qu’Appelle Basin 

 

Other Questions 

 Have the other lake high water levels changed? 

 Are you in a position to make these changes? 

 


