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The article with this same headline was printed in the Aug. 15 edition of the Melville Advance 

with errors. The correct version never made it to print. 

I offer this to bring the correct story to light with my apologies to Colleen Stinson and Cherylynn 

Walters as well as residents and property owners of Crooked and Round Lakes who were 

misrepresented. 
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Lake residents looking for flooding solutions 

Residents and property owners at Crooked and Round Lakes met at Sunset Beach Aug. 9 to decide how 

they are going to approach the Water Security Agency (WSA) in regards to flooding that has happened 

three of the last four years and how they can work toward solutions. 

 

“The objective of the meeting is to form a committee to work with the WSA towards resolving issues 

from flooding in recent years,” explained Colleen Stinson prior to the meeting held at the Sunset Beach 

Hall. 

 

People from both Crooked and Round Lakes were in attendance and were asked to bring in historical 

data and/or photographs to help determine what the best strategy would be. 

 

Cherylynn Walters, who chaired the meeting, expressed that permanent residents as well as seasonal 

cottage-goers need answers. 

 

“We can’t continue to have to deal with this amount of water year after year after year,” she told those 

in attendance. “Everybody has been hit, some worse than others.” 

 

The meeting was for people who live in hamlets along both lakes to share their knowledge and put forth 

some suggestions on how to best deal with water levels to prepare for an Aug. 16 meeting with the 

WSA. 

 

“We’re looking for the highs, lows and averages from 1970 on,” Walters added. “We want to work with 

the government to solve the problems and figure out how we are going to move forward.” 

The solutions the group will look for will have to be more permanent and have to be the type that can 

be implemented without causing an impact further down the Lower Qu’Appelle River Watershed. 

“We don’t want to just move the problem further down the river system. We need to solve the 

problems for everyone,” Walters stated. Cowessess, Sakimay and Ochapawace First Nations, and all 

levels of government need to be on board for a plan that could see national implications with water 



moving out of Saskatchewan and into the Assiniboine River and affecting Manitoba communities as well. 

“This will be a federal issue.” 

 

A committee is being formed for the Aug. 16 meeting and some of the issues they will deal with are: 

listening to suggestions and finding solutions in regards to farmers draining their land; controlling flows 

coming into Crooked Lake and subsequently Round Lake; being able to control when and how the water 

leaves both bodies of water and identifying all the streams, rivers, creeks and other water sources that 

drain into the system as well as making sure structures to help control the water are in good repair. 

 

“We need to have an immediate and a long-term plan in place to deal with flooding and any insight we 

can gain from the past 30 years will be beneficial for us,” added Walters. “The main point of the meeting 

(with WSA, Aug. 16) is to look for solutions. Our immediate concern is the current water level and what 

the water level will be at the end of the summer, fall/winter in preparation for spring runoff and ice 

break up in 2015.” 

 

 “Historically, this lake has lost a lot of land,” Walters said.  “Where there were places on the lake that 

there were beaches, now there are none. We need to come together in a spirit of co-operation and have 

a better understanding of what property owners, both seasonal and full-time, First Nations and other 

communities have had to deal with.” 

  


